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and the Constitutional Amendment to prevent Rebel
ascendancy is the great absorbing question. But the
Constitutional change has not been discussed, is imper-
fectly understood. Some have inconsiderately given it a
quasi approval, and there is danger that the Radicals
will be greatly benefited by the timid counsels of last
June. Then Raymond was to be considered and concil-
iated. When the great truths of a cause are put aside,
true issues suppressed, to obtain the support of any one,
but especially a trimmer entitled to no confidence, the
cause must suffer.

October 4, Thursday. Saw Seward this morning. ... I
asked him what we were to expect from New York. Said
the course of the Times and Evening Post was vacillating
and harmful in the highest degree.

Seward undertook to explain; said the Democrats had
been too exacting and assuming, and so also had the
Rebels; and, philosophizing on this, he was satisfied that
their extreme views would defeat themselves in the end.
At the fall elections the Administration would accomplish
but little. We should, he thought, hold our own in Con-
gress, but the contest would be continued two or three
years.

Weed and Raymond have overrefined and irreparably
injured the cause of the Administration. In doing this they
have also destroyed their own influence. How far Seward
is implicated with them is, perhaps, doubtful. Weed has
been the tactician and master mind in New York politics.
My impressions are that Seward was not advisory, nor
perhaps consulted in the first twist that has recently been
taken, but his connections with the men named are such
that he acquiesces, and is now, as he always has been,
identified with them. Weed is an old stager and autocrat in
New York, with a vigorous intellect, much demoralized,
never very scrupulous and now wholly unconscionable. He
is fond of intrigue, fond of power, and the end and aim of